Citywide Coalition for Community Facility Reform

c/o GVSHP

232 East 11th Street

New York, NY 10003

ph. 212/475-9585/ fx. 212/475-9582/ e-mail CCCFR@gvshp.org
Dear City Council Candidate:

Please find attached a questionnaire from the Citywide Coalition for Community Facility Reform, a coalition of groups from the five boroughs of New York City dedicated to seeking reform of NYC’s community facility zoning regulations.  Attached is our mission statement, which outlines our goals, and the list of 125 organizations which have formally endorsed this effort.  Many community boards from across the City have also endorsed this or related reform proposals, as have groups such as the City Club of New York.  Several key figures in City government and the land use process, including the City Planning Commission Chair and City Council Zoning Subcommittee Chair, have publicly stated that they will seek reforms to the current community facility system.

This questionnaire is being sent to every person running for City Council in all of the city’s 51 districts.  Responses, as well as lack of responses or refusals to respond, will be published and distributed to our mailing lists throughout the five boroughs, as well as provided to each of our constituent organizations for publication and distribution.

If you have any questions about the questionnaire, you may contact Andrew Berman at 212/475-9585 x38.  The deadline for receipt of a returned questionnaire by CCCFR is August 27th, to the address above.

We look forward to hearing back from you.

Sincerely,

Andrew Berman





Simeon Bankoff

Co-Coordinator





Co-Coordinator

Citywide Coalition for Community Facility Reform

c/o GVSHP

232 East 11th Street

New York, NY 10003

ph. 212/475-9585/ fx. 212/475-9582/ e-mail CCCFR@gvshp.org
C  A  N  D  I  D  A  T  E ’  S      Q  U  E  S  T  I  O  N  N  A  I  R  E

For all of the following questions, please include in your reply any information about any work you have already done to achieve these goals, if you would be willing as a City Council Member to support or introduce legislation to achieve these goals, and how you would see such measures designed and how you would work to see them passed.  Provide as much detail as possible, additional pages may be attached.  Responses may be returned via mail, fax, or e-mail.

1.  Do you believe that current community facility zoning regulations need to be changed to better protect neighborhood character and reduce impact upon communities?

2.  Do you support changing the definition of Community Facilities in the zoning text in light of the enormous changes in the nature of community facilities and institutional development in the last 40 years?

3.  Currently, community facilities are allowed an as-of-right increased bulk allowance, which may be as high as 2-4 times what is normally allowed in some zoning districts.  This creates a great visual and physical disparity between them and other forms of development in neighborhoods, particularly residential neighborhoods.  Do you believe this as-of-right additional bulk allowance for Community Facilities should be eliminated/reduced?

4.  Currently, structures can be granted additional bulk for being “community facilities” even when they are largely private residential or commercial developments; similarly, private residential or commercial development is sometimes allowed in areas where it would otherwise not be permitted by zoning because the development is deemed to be part of a “community facility.”  Do you believe this should be changed?
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(cont.)

5.  Currently, community facilities are allowed to add rear yard extensions in certain residential districts even though rear yard extensions are not allowed in these districts by any other type of development.  Do you believe this should be changed?

6.  Currently, there is no limit upon the concentration of community facilities allowed in any area of the city.  As a result, certain areas of the city have become home to a tremendous concentration of community facilities, either built by (or for) one or a few large institutions (such as hospitals or universities), or several unrelated projects by different developers and institutions.  Do you believe there should be measures to limit this type of concentration?

7.  If you support community facility reform legislation, would you be willing to draft, propose, and introduce it?  Given the limited power of any one Council Member to advance a change in the zoning code, the powerful forces which would be aligned against community facility reform, and the hesitancy on the part of the administration to support dramatic changes to the current regulations, how would you achieve success?

8.  Currently the Board of Standards and Appeals (BSA) is a purely Mayoral-appointed agency.  Do you believe the appointment process for membership on the BSA should be changed to include City Council review, and/or do you believe any other kind of reform is in order?  

